Is your front door bold or cautious? Here’s our guide to creating the perfect portal — without letting the neighbours down
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ar ashamsed of my [Font door —

a putrid purple reproduction

affair, the house numbers rao

tienid little digits fraen BEQ,

It & anly mow that the (ront
door eas becorme such a lifesyle
statersent Ut [ have dared o a5k why.

“Front doors are symbolic”
photographer Bella Foxwell tells me She's
a door sbsesaive. She takes “doortrails”,
and posts them on her Instagram
acoount, (@ihedoorsolldn, and has 69,000
[ollowers, But, oh heavens, symibalic - of
wliar? 1 am suddenly keen 1o prolect my
entrance rom Freudian psychoanalysis.
=0l mew opportunilty” says Faxwell,
“and also, of memory. People tell me
a particular door reminds them of their
chibdhaod Bome. 10 3 portal inte another
world and, for the curious among us, iU's
a oy wondering wisat lies bevond the
bright pink door, oF the statement black
door [ramed in colouniul Mowers”

¥ou dont see Mowers lestooning
10 Downing Sireel (back, famous,
gtentorian), bur yvou do see shades of
orange, vellow, even Day-Glo green
of otherwise iraditional enlrances
boasling Portland stone or Spanish tied
checkerboands, Whatever happened Lo
British reserve, 1o Blending in? “The
[ront door has ol been immune to
a new trend of ook at me' that we are
ceelng emerge in all walks of British
life” says designer Monigue Tollgard
“In the post-INSEAEFLT €5 4 EW
Eeneralion is announcing and sharing
its design decisions, asking the wider
world o like what we do”

Adking e wider world i one thing,
But da you ask the neighbours? 1 am
teld of & petition sent around a lealy
peighbourhood aller some profligate
painted thelr doat luminaous yellow.
“Repaint!” bayved (e signatories.

“Your [Fonl doos needs 1o 2ing Lo your
goul and say something abowt you Lo your
visitors,” says David Mottershead of
Litcle Greeme. Bur, warmns, interior
designer Caraline Cobbold, “a Lot of
pecple think they will be funiy or trenmsdy
of different by choozing a whacky
colour, bul more alten than nol it deesn’t
work. [ always use a dark colour, but
alimiosl meves puire Black: a blie-bladk,

a dark blue of an aubergine”

Ix purns oul there are two kKinds of
[ront doos: Bold and cautious, “A culious
[ront door is one thal doesn't gay look
ar e, says Tolbgard, “[s like a silent
deorman in a very good suil” m
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